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By Dave Fidlin
Special to The Freeman

TOWN OF BROOKFIELD
— A dormant, three-story
office building on the town’s
far west side could soon give
way to a new hotel concept.

The Plan Commission on
Tuesday recommended con-
ceptual and preliminary
approval for Hilton World-
wide’s proposed 82-room lodg-
ing facility, Tru by Hilton, at
20925 Watertown Road. 

The Town Board will
decide whether to issue both
sets of approvals, which
would spur more granular
planning efforts, when it
meets on Tuesday.

Hilton first announced
plans for opening the Tru
property two months ago.
The venerable hotelier
recently opened another lodg-
ing facility, Home2 Suites by
Hilton, nearby at 650 Larry
Court.

Town officials had to
rezone both properties from
an office and professional
business designation to
accommodate the proposals.

“The process takes a
while,” said Gary Lake, the
town’s development services
administrator. “But it is mov-
ing along. It’s something
we’ve been looking at the past
few months.”

Tru, unveiled in early 2016,
is the newest branding con-
cept under the Hilton umbrel-
la. Several hundred such
properties have since popped
up across the U.S. and Cana-
da. 

Company executives have
targeted Tru properties
toward a “midscale” clientele
described as cost conscious,
yet desiring some higher
quality amenities and experi-
ences that might be a cut
above other value-oriented
chains.

If the Town Board grants
the conceptual and prelimi-
nary approvals, Lake said
Hilton representatives can
begin working on architec-
ture, lighting, landscaping
and technical engineering
details. Such items are part of
the municipality’s final
review process.

If a tentative timeline pro-
ceeds, Lake said Hilton could
begin physical work on the

Tru development in early
2018. Before then, however, a
demolition crew must raze
the existing office building. It
has been empty for about five
years. 

Watertown Road corridor
In a big-picture sense, town

officials are reviewing the
future of the Watertown Road
corridor, which is primarily
populated by small office
buildings. 

Commissioners this week
reviewed a corridor redevel-
opment plan along the thor-
oughfare, immediately north
of Bluemound Road. For now,
the document review is stay-
ing in their hands, though
Lake said it will eventually go
before the full Town Board.

Rather than take up each

redevelopment proposal
piecemeal, Lake said the
planning document would
serve as a guide as future pro-
posals bubble to the surface
along the corridor.

“There are questions of
what kind of impact new
developments could pose,”
Lake said, pointing to traffic
as an issue currently under
the microscope.

This coming week, town
officials could also issue a
conditional-use permit to the
operators of a proposed adult
day care facility at 20711
Watertown Road. 

The Plan Commission rec-
ommended moving forward
with the plans, which require
a zoning amendment since
the business plan does not
currently fit the area’s zoning
code.

The Town Board will meet
at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Town
Hall, 645 N. Janacek Road. 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2017 • THE FREEMAN • 3AGMTODAY.COM LOCAL

257947008

Aging and Disability Resource Center 

of Waukesha County

COFFEE
TEA&
(HEALTH)TALK

WHEN:
1st Tuesday in Dec.
10:00 am - 11:00 am 
2nd Tuesday in January
10:00 am - 11:00 am

WHERE:
Waukesha County Health &
Human Services - Room 114
514 Riverview Road, Waukesha

SEATING IS LIMITED • RESERVATIONS REQUIRED

DECEMBER 5
Health Care
Power of Attorney
It is never too late to talk
about end-of-life care and
your personal wishes.
Holiday gatherings are
opportunities to talk about
your wishes.

JANUARY 9
Fit to a T
Developed by the US Bone
& Joint Initiative for people
with Osteoporosis and
those who care for them.
‘What is your risk of
developing Osteoporosis?”
Join us to learn more.

FEATURING:
COMPLIMENTARY COFFEE,
TEA and TREATS.

TIME FOR QUESTIONS AND
ANSWERS.

HOW CAN THE ADRC HELP
YOU?

CALL THE 
ADRC AT 
(262) 548-7848 

WAUKESHA CIVIC THEATRE
For More Information Visit Us At

www.waukeshacivictheatre.org

264 West Main Street, Waukesha   (262) 547-0708

The House Without A Christmas Tree
December 1 - 17, 2017

World Premiere! Fifth-grader
Addie has never had a Christmas
tree, but this year, she decides to
change that and teach her grumpy
father a thing or two about the
Christmas spirit. Adapted for the
stage by Waukesha Civic Theatre’s
own Doug Jarecki.

25
85

10
00

1

Your Essential Community News

Now
on our
team!
CHUCK
DELSMAN

Watch for
his column
and game
reports.

To subscribe visit 
www.gmtoday.com/subscribe

or call 262-542-2500.

Plans for Town of Brookfield
Hilton hotel advancing 

Town Board to act on conceptual,
preliminary approval Tuesday

WAUKESHA — The
Waukesha Water Utility is
using a unique method to
facilitate a necessary water
main crossing in the Fox
River this week — two
oblong balloons are holding
back the river’s current and
directing most of the flow
into culverts near the river-
bank.

It’s called an open cut
method, which will allow a
crew to lay a 24-inch water
main inside a 42-inch steel
casing after cutting into the
river bed while water is held
back with aqua-barrier dam
balloons. 

The method was chosen

over drilling under the
river without disrupting
flow because it saved
$347,000 after a base bid and
alternative bid process, said
Chris Walter, technical ser-
vices manager at the water
utility. 

Fish and other fauna are
able to pass through the sec-
tion of river through 4-foot
and 3-foot culverts on either
side, he said. 

The crossing is part of a
larger water main project
that has been in the utility’s
master plan for 10 years,
Walter said, which is near-
ing its completion. 

The overall project is

expected to cost $1.1 million,
said Water Utility General
Manager Dan Duchniak,
and is a major upgrade to
the city’s water distribution
system. 

Road work associated with
the project wrapped up earli-
er this week in the intersec-
tions of West St. Paul
Avenue, West Avenue, Wis-
consin Avenue and Glen-
wood Drive.  

The pipe and casing was
installed halfway across the
river Friday and the entire
crossing is expected to be
complete by the end of next
week. 

— Freeman Staff

Submitted photos

An aqua-barrier dam holds back the Fox River near downtown Waukesha during an open cut
river crossing for a water main project.

Big blue balloons hold back 
Fox River for water main crossing

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

NEW BERLIN — The New
Berlin School District has
been recognized by STEM
Forward, a Milwaukee
based nonprofit that aims to
promote STEM education
and careers through collab-
oration with local schools
and businesses, for its work
in developing and integrat-
ing a STEM focused cur-
riculum. The district
received the Excellence in
STEM Award in the educa-
tion category at the 2017
STEMMY Awards.

Kellie Sanders, chief aca-
demic officer for the dis-
trict, explained there are a
lot of moving parts that
went into becoming a
STEM-focused district.

“It’s a little bit of every-
thing — the curriculum and
community partners,” said
Sanders. “In our nomina-
tion packet, we had to
describe some of our STEM
accomplishments and how
those impacted the commu-
nity as a whole.”

The district has made
notable progress in
expanding its STEM pro-
gramming and offerings
over the past two years.
From developing a Manu-
facturing Foundations pro-
gram and offering an on-
site certified nursing lab to
offering a dual-enrollment
program to students, bene-
fits can be seen as students
are being prepared for the
workforce and community
partners are able to pro-
vide input on what kind of
skills they look for in work-
ers and thinkers.

“Three of our biggest
partners are Junior
Achievement, the Wauke-
sha County Business

Alliance and Moving New
Berlin Forward,” said
Sanders.

The district has worked
on incorporating STEM
coursework into the path-
ways and course plans rec-
ommended to students for
targeted career clusters
based on the projected labor
market. These career clus-
ters include manufacturing,
health sciences and comput-
ing. In addition, many tech-
nical course offerings are
now available for middle
school students including
graphic art design and intro
to computer science. 

Last year, 35 percent of
the district’s graduating
seniors completed a work-

based learning experience
and 12 percent completed an
industrial credential. With
more programs in place and
support for STEM educa-
tion, district staff expect
these numbers to grow.

Sanders says while receiv-
ing the STEMMY Award is a
nice pat on the back for the
district, all of the work staff
and administration has put
in is for the students. 

“Recognition is great, but
what we’re really apprecia-
tive of is what our students
are doing on a daily basis,”
said Sanders. “We continue
to push the envelope on
what we believe and what
the labor market tells us
they need to be able to do.”

Standing out with STEM
New Berlin district earns STEMMY award in education

Submitted photos

New Berlin School District staff and STEM students accept
their STEMMY award in education.

The New Berlin
School District
earned a 
STEMMY Award
in education for
revamping its
STEM curriculum
and offerings.


